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have been trying to find the medical
uses of marijuana, it has been virtually
outlawed. And now Israel has found
wonderful applications for medical
marijuana.

They also, by the way, when they
were studying the effects of marijuana,
have legalized it for personal use, for
adult use of marijuana, as well as med-
ical marijuana.

Well, what does that tell you? That
tells you that some of the people who
have been telling us, ‘‘oh, we can’t do
this because it is going to have a seri-
ous impact,” Israel studies this closely,
especially when it might have a mili-
tary implication. This would not de-
stroy their military; otherwise, they
would not have passed this major re-
form in their country.

Now, why is it that marijuana is an
important issue and it brings Repub-
licans and Democrats together? We
have limited resources here. The idea
that we are going to spend billions of
dollars not on protecting Americans
from terrorists, not from trying to get
bad guys—rapists and murderers—in
our local area; no, we are going to
spend billions of dollars on police, on
jailers, on lawyers, on judges, and on
prisons. And then we are going to take
people out of the workforce. We are
spending billions of dollars so some-
body will not smoke a weed in their
backyard.

And what is even worse, we are tell-
ing them we are going to spend billions
of dollars to prevent you. If you find
that there is a medical use for mari-
juana, like for senior citizens who have
lost their appetites after a major oper-
ation—which happened to my mother,
by the way. I did not give her mari-
juana, but I knew when I was feeding
her that she had lost her appetite after
a major operation. I said to myself:
Why can’t she have cannabis here?
Well, now people know about that.

There is no reason for us to prevent
our seniors from having some euphoria
when they are 85 years old in a senior
citizens home, especially if it brings
back their appetite and they feel better
because of it rather than drinking. Do
they want to have them all drinking?

Well, this is not just for seniors. This
is for people who have medical prob-
lems. It has been documented to have
important uses. And again, no one has
ever overdosed with marijuana, ever.

In terms of what we need to do and
what we need to focus on are drugs
that are harmful. We have an opioid
addiction problem now. Doctors have
been giving prescriptions for this. We
need to confront that and confront
other challenges in crime rather than
billions of dollars to try to prevent
someone from hurting themselves.

If an adult wants to consume can-
nabis—an adult—it is their business.
For the government to intrude, espe-
cially the Federal Government, after a
State has legalized it, this is tyranny.
Our Founding Fathers did not believe
that we should have police forces and
criminal justice operating at the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

State—they believed it should happen
at the State and local level, not the
Federal level.

These current restrictions that we
have, we have people, unfortunately,
again, that are living in the past. All
they can remember is the sixties when
hippies were smoking dope, and it was
just literally a counterculture—
counter our culture. And I say ‘‘our
culture’ because I have more of a con-
servative family background.

Although I lived a life in my past and
I had too much to drink at times, and
maybe even when I was younger,
maybe 1 tried cannabis a couple of
times, but I have had an adulthood
since I was 23 that I think meets the
approval of my parents and, in par-
ticular, my dad, who was a lieutenant
colonel in the Marines.

So with that said, had I been ar-
rested, let’s say, where some of my
friends or something were consuming
marijuana when I was around, what
would have happened to my life? And
what is happening to the lives of all of
these people, especially in our less af-
fluent areas, who can’t afford the legal
protections of hiring a lawyer right
away?

It is destroying their ability to func-
tion in our society. We should not be
taking people who are involved in an
activity like consuming a weed. Adults
should be able to make that decision
for themselves. Sending police for
someone like that or expending billions
of dollars or ruining the life of that
young person who can’t afford, whether
Black, Chicano, or Caucasian, who
can’t afford a lawyer to get them off
and expunge their record, it is going to
affect them the rest of their life. We
can’t be doing that. It is a waste of
money.

We have a chance now, with bipar-
tisan support, to pass this amendment
again, perhaps. We are trying to get
that onto the appropriations bill for
the Department of Justice, which
would then keep in place those restric-
tions on the Federal Government.

But I have a bill, again, with bipar-
tisan support, that would make that
across the board. It just says that
every State that has legalized the use
of marijuana, that none of the depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment should supersede. They should
be treated just like someone selling al-
cohol or whatever. And, in fact, if they
do, they will be asking for ID cards
from people to make sure that they are
not selling to juniors, to people who
are minors, rather than to adults, just
like beer.

Unfortunately, when it is illegal, it is
easier to get marijuana than it is—for
someone who is not 18 or 21, it is easier
for them to get marijuana than beer
because they don’t have to show their
ID card at the liquor store.

So with that said, there is bipartisan
support for my bill. I am hoping that
we can get it passed this year or next
year, at least in this session of Con-
gress.

H5045

And then, finally, we have lots of
things going on here. I just discussed
several creative things that are being
discussed around town. And we have
got a President of the United States
who is opening the door which was
guarded by basically a very far-left-
wing philosophy for the last 8 years.
The door of government in this country
now is open to working people, where
this President has committed himself
to trade policies and others that are
aimed at creating jobs for the Amer-
ican people, ordinary jobs.

One of the things that he has prom-
ised us to protect the American people
and our American workers is to stop
the massive flow of illegals into our
country. The massive flow of illegals
into our country is bringing down the
standard of living of working people.

There is one idea that I have pre-
sented. When he wants to build a wall,
we have the means to provide the re-
sources to build that wall in a very cre-
ative way. It wouldn’t cost the Amer-
ican people anything.

So I would hope that those who are
listening who like some of these ideas
don’t get depressed about what they
are hearing in the news. Good things
are happening in Washington, and a lot
of new creative ideas are being dis-
cussed.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ADERHOLT (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today on account of a
family obligation.

Ms. GABBARD (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

—————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 1094. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the accountability
of employees of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, June 22, 2017, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
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